
 

Autistic lab worker flourishes at biomedical company 

December 2014 

Project Search offers training programs to help young 

adults with developmental disabilities overcome the odds 

to obtain employment. By Joe Rodriguez 

SAN JOSE ね Alex Go lifted the sealed medical boxes from 

Italy and Spain, then placed them softly onto a small 

counter. They contained dozens of vials of blood from 

expectant mothers seeking information about the health 

of their babies. Go is the first one at Ariosa Diagnostics, a 

global prenatal testing company, to handle the vials. 

さWW ｴ;┗W ﾉﾗデゲ ﾗa ゲヮWIｷﾏWﾐゲ H┌デ ┗Wヴ┞ ﾉｷデデﾉW ゲヮ;IWがざ ｴW ゲ;ｷS ┘ｷデｴ ; ゲﾏｷﾉWく Iデ ┘;ゲﾐげデ ; ｪヴｷヮW ;ゲ ﾏ┌Iｴ ;ゲ ; ﾐｷIW ヮヴﾗHﾉWﾏ 
to have for both the growing San Jose company and the 22-year-old autistic laboratory worker. 

Not too long ago, adults with autism rarely held sensitive jobs like this, if they ever got them at all. They are now 

beginning to break through thanks to efforts like Project Search, a 9-month-old, hands-on training program run by 

Hope Services, a nonprofit agency. Project Search trains young adults with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities, including autism and cerebral palsy, for competitive, entry-ﾉW┗Wﾉ ﾃﾗHゲ ｷﾐ デｴW ﾏWSｷI;ﾉ aｷWﾉSく さIデ ｷゲ ﾐﾗデ ; 
typical job individuals with a disability would qualify aﾗヴがざ ゲ;ｷS RﾗHｷﾐ Dﾗヴ;ﾐが ; HﾗヮW ゲヮﾗﾆWゲ┘ﾗﾏ;ﾐく 

Hope Services hopes that Wish Book readers can help raise $30,000  

to cover on-the-job training for a class of 12 at Kaiser San Jose medical center 

 

Gﾗ ┘;ゲ ｷﾐ デｴW ヮヴﾗﾃWIデげゲ aｷヴゲデ Iﾉ;ゲゲ ｷﾐ ヲヰヱン ;デ L┌IｷﾉW P;Iﾆ;ヴS CｴｷﾉSヴWﾐげゲ Hﾗゲヮｷデ;ﾉく The idea for Project Search goes 

H;Iﾆ デﾗ ヱΓΓヶが ┘ｴWﾐ WﾏWヴｪWﾐI┞ ヴﾗﾗﾏ ﾐ┌ヴゲW Eヴｷﾐ RｷWｴﾉW デﾗﾗﾆ ; IヴｷデｷI;ﾉ ﾉﾗﾗﾆ ;デ CｷﾐIｷﾐﾐ;デｷ CｴｷﾉSヴWﾐげゲ Hﾗゲヮｷデ;ﾉ 
Medical Center. Many of the entry-level jobs suffered high turnover rates. And since the hospital served a lot of 

Sｷゲ;HﾉWS IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐが ゲｴW ;ゲﾆWSが ┘ﾗ┌ﾉSﾐげデ ｷデ ﾏ;ﾆW ゲWﾐゲW デﾗ ｴｷヴW Sｷゲ;HﾉWS Wﾏヮﾉﾗ┞WWゲい 

From that light-bulb moment, the idea has spread to 200 sites in the United States, Canada, England, Scotland and 

A┌ゲデヴ;ﾉｷ;く HﾗヮW “Wヴ┗ｷIWげゲ ┗Wヴゲｷﾗﾐ ﾗa PヴﾗﾃWIデ Search ranked highest in job placement among the 17 sites in 

California. 

Back in 1996, Go was a preschooler who rarely spoke. And autism was much less understood than now. Although 

his parents were medical doctors, they accepted a diagnosis that he was meヴWﾉ┞ さﾉ;ﾐｪ┌;ｪW ｷﾏヮ;ｷヴWSざ ;ﾐS デヴｷWS デﾗ 
aｷﾐS ｴｷﾏ デｴW HWゲデ ｴWﾉヮ ;┗;ｷﾉ;HﾉWく Tｴ;デ ┘;ゲﾐげデ W;ゲ┞く 

When therapists and school counselors tried to interview him, the boy just sat there and said nothing. His mother, 

Dr. Joyce Kobori, said her young son bounced from one public school and special education program to the next. 

HW Iﾗ┌ﾉSﾐげデ I;ヴヴ┞ ﾗﾐ ; ゲｷﾏヮﾉW Iﾗﾐ┗Wヴゲ;デｷﾗﾐく Nﾗデｴｷﾐｪ ゲWWﾏWS デﾗ ┘ﾗヴﾆ ┘Wﾉﾉく 

さWｴWﾐ ｴW ┘;ゲ ┗Wヴ┞ ┞ﾗ┌ﾐｪが ┘W ┘WヴWﾐげデ ;デ ;ﾉﾉ IﾗﾐaｷSWﾐデ デｴ;デ ｴW ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS W┗Wヴ aｷﾐS ゲ┌IIWゲゲ ;ゲ ;ﾐ ;S┌ﾉデがざ ゲｴW ゲ;ｷSく さHW 
never seemWS デﾗ aｷデ ｷﾐくざ 

Then she and her husband, Dr. Mateo Go, enrolled him at Stanbridge Academy, a private school in San Mateo for 

children with mild to moderate learning disabilities. Alex did better there and made some lasting friendships. But 



he still needed continuing education, and he lacked such basic living skills as cooking for himself and washing 

clothes. 

さWW ┘WヴW ;Hﾗ┌デ デﾗ デｴヴﾗ┘ ﾗ┌ヴ ｴ;ﾐSゲ ┌ヮがざ KﾗHﾗヴｷ ゲ;ｷS ┘ｴWﾐ ; デｴWヴ;ヮｷゲデ ゲ┌ｪｪWゲデWS デWゲデｷﾐｪ ｴWヴ ゲﾗﾐが ┘ｴﾗ ┘;ゲ デｴWﾐ 
18, for autism. Go tested positive for a mild form of the disorder. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control, 1 in every 150 children in the United States is autistic. Although the 

SｷゲﾗヴSWヴ ｴｷデゲ ﾏﾗヴW Hﾗ┞ゲ デｴ;ﾐ ｪｷヴﾉゲが ｷデげゲ ;ﾐ Wケ┌;ﾉ ﾗヮヮﾗヴデ┌ﾐｷデ┞ Sｷゲ;Hｷﾉｷデ┞が ;aaWIデｷﾐｪ IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐ ﾗa ;ﾉﾉ ヴ;Iｷ;ﾉが WデｴﾐｷI and 

socioeconomic groups. Symptoms include lack or loss of language, sensory impairment, obsessive behavior and 

difficulty with social interaction. 

Hﾗ┘W┗Wヴが ;S┌ﾉデゲ ｷﾐ デｴW ;┌デｷゲﾏ ゲヮWIデヴ┌ﾏ ;ﾉゲﾗ Hヴｷﾐｪ ゲ┌Iｴ ゲヮWIｷ;ﾉ デ;ﾉWﾐデゲ ;ゲ ｷﾐデWﾐゲW aﾗI┌ゲが ;ﾐS デｴW┞げヴW ヴW;ﾉﾉ┞ good at 

repetitive work ね two skills valued by labs and hospitals. On the flip side, labs and hospitals are very social 

environments that can channel socially challenged autistic employees into personal discussions, group meetings 

and social events. 

After high school, Go enrolled at West Valley College in Saratoga, where he heard about Project Search. His 

parents encouraged him to go for it. 

The program gave him hands-ﾗﾐ デヴ;ｷﾐｷﾐｪ ;デ L┌IｷﾉW P;Iﾆ;ヴS CｴｷﾉSヴWﾐげゲ Hﾗゲヮｷデ;ﾉが ┘ｴWヴW ｴW aｷﾉWS ヮ;ヮWヴゲが ゲI;ﾐﾐWS 
documents and stocked supplies. As a summer intern at Ariosa and in his first job there, he sanitized eye wear and 

other equipment. Impressed supervisors promoted him to a much more sensitive job: receiving blood specimens 

for analysis. 

About six lab technicians push the specimens through the first stages of analysis, which take about a week. In fact, 

they say Go sets the pace for their unit. 

さWｴWﾐ ｴWげゲ ｪﾗﾐWが ┘W ヴW;ﾉﾉ┞ ゲ┌aaWヴがざ ゲ;ｷS Iﾗ-┘ﾗヴﾆWヴ C;ｷデﾉ┞ﾐ JﾗﾐWゲが ;SSｷﾐｪ デｴ;デ Gﾗげゲ W┝デヴ;ﾗヴSｷﾐ;ヴ┞ ;デデWﾐデｷﾗﾐ デﾗ 
detail extendゲ W┗Wﾐ デﾗ デｴWｷヴ ﾏ;ﾐS;デﾗヴ┞ HヴW;ﾆゲ aﾗヴ ゲデヴWデIｴｷﾐｪく さHWげゲ デｴW ﾗﾐﾉ┞ ﾗﾐW ┘ｴﾗ ヴWﾏWﾏHWヴゲ ﾗﾐ デｷﾏWくざ 

His supervisor, Dianna Bond-Hatch, said Go is gradually making friends and fitting in. He is scheduled to move into 

his own apartment nearby, a milestone that should build his confidence even more. Advanced training and even a 

college degree are not out of the question. Go has reached a point where he can think about his future. 

さTｴ;デげゲ デｴW ｴ;ヴS ヮ;ヴデがざ ｴW ゲ;ｷSく さIげﾉﾉ aｷﾐS ﾏ┞ ┘;┞ デｴヴﾗ┌ｪｴ デｴW ﾐW┘ ヮヴﾗIWゲゲが H┌デ ヴｷｪｴデ ﾐﾗ┘ Iげﾏ ┗Wヴ┞ ｴ;ヮヮ┞ ;ﾐS Iげﾏ 
ﾉﾗﾗﾆｷﾐｪ aﾗヴ┘;ヴS デﾗ ｴ;┗ｷﾐｪ ﾏ┞ ﾗ┘ﾐ ヮﾉ;IWくざ 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

To learn more about Hope Services and Project Search, visitwww.hopeservices.org. 

HﾗヮW “Wヴ┗ｷIWゲげ PヴﾗﾃWIデ “W;ヴIｴ ヮヴﾗｪヴ;ﾏ ヮヴﾗ┗ｷSes on-the-job medical training for young adults with development 

disabilities. Each donation will help Hope Services raise $30,000 to cover on-the-job training for a class of 12 at 

Kaiser San Jose Medical center. 

 

http://www.hopeservices.org/

